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AUGUST

in the Reformation. In 1806 it was incor-
porated in Bavaria. Population, 1910^ 102,-
487.

AUGSBURG CONFESSION. The Em-
peror Charles V, with the aim of arranging
the difficulties between the Catholic and Prot-
estant parties in Germany which were the
result of the Reformation, called a diet in
1530 and requested the Protestants at that
time to present a statement of their beliefs.
Luther was under the ban of the Empire and
could not attend the diet, and the confession
was therefore drawn up by Melanehthon and
revised by Luther before being read. Charles
V and the Catholics would not accept the
document, and the two divisions of the
Church soon separated completely. From
that time the Augsburg Confession has been
regarded as the expression of the creed of the
Lutheran Church.

AU'GURS, a board or college of diviners
who, among the Romans, predicted future
events and announced the will of the gods.
Their predictions were determined by signs
in the sky, especially thunder and lightning;
by the flight and cries of birds; by the feed-
ing of the sacred chickens; by the course
taken or sounds uttered by various quad-
rupeds or by serpents; by accidents or oc-
curendes, such as spilling the salt or sneezing.
The answers of the augurs, as well as the
signs by which they were governed, were
called auguries, but bird-predictions were
properly termed auspices. Nothing of conse-
quence could be undertaken without consult-
ing the augurs, and by the mere utterance of
the words alio die (on another day) they
could dissolve the assembly of the people and
annul all decrees passed at the meeting.

AU'GUST, the eighth month from January.
It was the sixth of the old Roman year, and
hence was originally called Sextilis. When
Julius Caesar reformed the calendar he made
Sextilis the eighth month, thus making its
name inappropriate. Later Augustus was
given an opportunity to select a month to be
named in his honor, and he chose the one fol-
lowing July, because it was associated with
most of his triumphs and honors. Thus the
new eighth month was named August. At
that time it had but thirty days, and to make
it equal in length with July, the honor month
of Julius Caesar, it xvas given an extra day.
February was selected to give up the needed
day, which left that month but twenty-eight
days. In the north temperate zone August is

a very hot month, for it brings the apex of
summer's heat. It is also usually free from
storms of wind and rain, and is the favorite
season for excursion trips to cool resorts.
The poppy is the special flower of August,
and its gem is the sardonyx.
Special Days for Observance. There are
no national holidays in August for Canadians
or Americans, but two of the states observe
in this month their respective dates of admis-
sion into the Union, Colorado, on the 1st,
and Missouri on the 10th.
Anniversaries for Celebration. The fol-
lowing birthdays of notable people fall in
August:
Richard Henry Dana, August 1,  1815.
P.  Marion  Crawford,  August 2,   1854.
Duncan  Campbell  Scott,   August  2,   1862.
Percy Bysshe Shelley, August 4, 1792.
Alfred Tennyson,  August 6, 1809.
Lord   Strathcona   and   Mount   Royal,   August
6,  1820.
Nelson A.  Miles,  August  8,   1839.
Izaak Walton, August 9, 1593.
Francis Scott Key, August 9, 1780.
Robert Southey, August 12, 1774.
Goldwin  Smith,  August  13,   1823.
Sir James Douglas, August 14, 1803.
Ernest Thompson Seton, August 14,  1860.
Napoleon   Bonaparte,  August   15,   1769.
Sir Walter Scott, August 15, 1771.
Thomas DeQuincey,  August 15,  1785.
David Crockett,  August  17,   1786.
Virginia Dare,  August 18,  1587.
Meriwether Lewis,  August 18, 1774.
James Nasmyth, August  19,  1808.
Benjamin Harrison, August 20, 1833.
John B. Gough, August 22,  1817.
William Wilberforee,  August   24,   1759.
Francis  Bret Harte,   August  25,   1839.
Sir Robert Walpole, August 26, 1676.
Sir Edward Burne-Jones, August 28, 1833.
John Locke, August  29,  1632.
Oliver "Wendell Holmes, August 29,  1809.
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, August 31, 1844.
The following important events occurred
in August:
Columbus first landed on the American con-
tinent, August 1, 1502.
Battle of the Nile, August 1, 1798.
Colorado admitted to the Union, August lr
1876.
Germany declared war on Russia, August lf
1914.
Henry Hudson first entered Hudson Bay,
August 2, 1610.
Columbus sailed from Spain on his first voy-
age, August 3, 1492.
Abolition of nobility titles in France, August
4, 1789.
Election of Pope Pius X, August 4, 1903.
Germans invaded Belgium, August 4, 1914.
Great Britain declared war on Germany,
August 4, 1914.